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First meeting of the UN Inter-Agency Task Force on the Prevention and Control
on COVID-19 and the NCD-related SDGs

Date: 7 April 2020

Participants: Around 25 UN system agencies joined

Summary:

1. Ed Kelley (WHO) provided a broad overview of WHO’s response to COVID-19

2. Bente Mikkelsen and Jill Farrington (WHO) provided a description of the work being done by
the newly established WHO Working Group on COVID-19 and NCDs. Task Force Secretariat
represented on this to ensure activitiesacross the UN system are part of the discussionand act
as a focal pointfor alignment of cross-UN activities (PowerPoint presentation attached).

3. Roundtable discussion on current activities across UN system agencieson COVID-19
activities, with a focus on NCDs and mental health. Followingthe meeting activities were
mapped across the 6 WHO NCD COVID-19 work plan areas that are beingused by the WHO
Working Group on COVID-19 and NCDs (the 6 areas align with the WHO Global NCD Action
Plan). (Annex)

Colleagues considered the meeting helpful and requested a furthercall next week. The
preferenceisfor short frequent webinars, with some suggestingthat we use each meetingto
focus on a distincttheme.

Next steps:

e Agenciesto reviewthe Annex and editas required. Agencies that did not have a chance
to speak at the meetingto provide add theircontributionto the table.

e Agenciesto identify particularthemesthat they would like to see covered with regards
NCDs/mental health and COVID-19 to inform the Secretariat.

e Teleconference tobe arranged for next week. Invitation and agenda to follow.

9 April 2020 (updated 14 and 17 April)



Annex: Summary of activities across Task Force members reported in videoconference meeting, 7 April 2020

WHO NCD COVID-19work plan areas
Advocacy Governance Prevention/ Treatment/ Research Surveillance Other
Agency Promotion Health Systems
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(www.oecd.o
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on models for
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the
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12 UNODC Resources available at www.unodc.org/unodc/en/covid-19.html

13UNESCO For UNESCO's support for educational responses to COVID-19, see https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse/support

Moreto say on activities in the coming days and weeks. In the meantime, see:
www.idlo.int/news/policy-statements/statement-director-general-idlo-jan-beagle-rule-law-based-response-covid-19and
www.idlo.int/news/policy-statements/statement-director-general-idlo-jan-beagle-world-health-day-2020
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151TU

Joint WHO ITU Be He@Ithy, Be Mobile programme: supporting projects related to citizen engagement and fighting misinformation (multi -
channel Health Alert chat bot, mobile app, SMS messages) and usingthe EU mHealth Hub: scoping mHealth solutions for COVID-19and
providing guidance, best practices and guiding principles for mHealth tools and services for COVID-19 (http://mhealth-hub.org/mhealth-
solutions-against-covid-19)

The Al for Good Webinar Series https://aiforgood.itu.int/webinar/

16 WTO

Throughout the crisis, ensuring the transparency of trade-related policy measures remains in the mutual interest of WTO members and
economicoperators. The WTO DG Azevédo has therefore asked WTO Members to provide the Secretariat withinformation about thei r COVID-
19 policies with trade implications. Additionally, the DG has established a task force of experts from across the Secretariat to monitor the
impact of COVID-19 on trade flows andthe overallglobal economy https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20 e/dgra 24mar20 e.htm

A WTO webpage dedicated to COVID-19 provides access to a non-exhaustive list of trade-related measures taken by WTO Members thatis
compiled from official sources and updated on a daily basis by the WTO Secretariat. As of 16 April: the majority of measures are trade
facilitating (94), while 72 measures may be considered as trade-restrictive. Formally notified trade policy-related measures on COVID-19
include, as examples, measures on el ectronic phytosanitary certificates to facilitate trade in relation to problems caused by the COVID-19
pandemic, to facilitate the importation of surgical and sanitary mask supplies, temporary export prohibition necessary to protect human
health andpreventcriticalshortage of essential products, etc. https://www.wto.org/english/tratop _e/covid19 e/covid19 e.htm

In coordinationwith other 1GOs, the WTO launched a surveyfor governments and the private sector asking for the challenges intrading goods
in the present circumstances, and how the Trade Facilitation Agreement <can ease the situation.
https://wto.formstack.com/forms/tfaf covid survey

The analysisusedin the annual WTO trade forecast (whichis generally published in the first half of the year and subsequently updated),
launched this year on 8 April, included an assessment of the impact on the global economy of the COVID-19 pandemic.
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/pres20 e/pr855_e.htm

The WTO COVID-19 webpage also makes other importantinformationavailable to the public, including:

e Reporton WorldwideTrade in COVID-19 Medical Products: traces trade flows for products suchas personal protective products, hospital
and laboratory supplies, medicines and medical technology while providing information on their respective tariffs
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/rese_03apr20_e.htm

e |Information noteon Transparency—Why It Matters At Times of Crisis: highlights the importance of transparency at domestic and global
level and provides an  overview of relevant notification = mechanisms  under WTO  agreements
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/covid19_e/covid19_e.htm

e Series of Joint GO Statements
31 March: FAO-WHO-WTO Statement to minimise the impact of COVID-19 related border restrictions on trade in food
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/igo 26mar20_e.htm
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6 April: WCO-WTO Statement to facilitate trade in essential goods such as medical supplies, food, and energy
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/igo 06apr20_e.htm
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