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INFORMAL SUMMARY OF THE ELEVENTH MEETING 
 

OBJECTIVES, PARTICIPATING AGENCIES AND REVIEW OF THE SUMMARY OF THE TENTH MEETING 

 

1. The Eleventh Meeting of the United Nations Interagency Task Force on the Prevention and 

Control of Non-communicable Diseases was held at WIPO, Geneva on 8-9 November 2018. The 

following members participated: FAO,  IARC, IAEA, IDLO, ILO, IOM, Secretariat of the WHO FCTC  

(Convention Secretariat), UNAIDS, UNICEF, UNDP, UNEP, UNESCO, OHCHR, UNHCR, UNODC, UNOPS, 

UNFPA, UNRWA, UNSCN, UNU, WFP, WIPO and WHO and the World Bank. The list of participants 

and agenda are in Annex 1 and 2, respectively. 

 

2. The main objective of the meeting was to review progress on the work of the Task Force and 

progress on key strategic activities. 

 

3. Members reviewed the summary of the Tenth Task Force Meeting (20-21 February 2018) 

and noted that progress had been made across most areas. In the light of discussions between the 

Secretariat and the WHO Legal Counsel on the appointment of Task Force advocacy and goodwill 

ambassadors, the Task Force agreed such appointments would be best handled at country level and 

that the Task Force Secretariat would take this forward with Task Force members as required.    

 

4. The Task Force received an update on global events and assignments since the Tenth 

Meeting (see here for the Prezi Presentation).   

 

A. HOW MEMBERS OF THE TASK FORCE ARE SCALING UP THEIR ACTION ON THE NCD-RELATED 

SDGs 

5. Members of the Task Force described their progress in including the prevention and control 

of NCDs into governing body discussions and how they are encouraging greater action at the 

regional and country level. The Task Force agreed that more work was required in both these areas, 

in particular to support implementation of Joint Mission recommendations. It was agreed that 

greater efforts were required to mobilize resources to see greater action from Task Force members 

at the country level. It was also emphasized that resource mobilization should be in line with the 

Terms of Reference of the Taskforce to safeguard public health from undue influence by real, 

perceived or potential conflicts of interest. 

 

Actions: 

 A1. Task Force members to make greater use of Task Force Secretariat and other Task Force 

members to promote greater action on NCDs and mental health in their agency (All). 

 

A2. Update existing Task Force brochure and expand Task Force advocacy material: e.g. describing 

impact, exemplars of actions that individual Task Force members are taking forward on NCDs and 

mental health (Task Force Secretariat). 

 

https://prezi.com/view/xrk1CZDiWUFMa7a5J9Va/
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B. STRATEGIC DIRECTION AND FINANCING FOR THE TASK FORCE  

 

6. Members reviewed an update of the draft strategy that was presented at the Tenth Meeting 

in the context of ECOSOC resolution E/RES/2018/13 and the Third High-level Meeting Political 

Declaration. Members noted progress on the investment cases and asked for the work and its 

impact to be presented at the Twelfth Meeting. Members welcomed the ongoing work on the 

Catalytic Fund and the support of the WHO Independent NCD Commission. Task Force members 

welcomed the fact that a number of Member States had promoted the need for the Fund during the 

Third High-level Meeting on the Prevention and Control of NCDs.  

 

7. Members also welcomed ongoing work to support the 2018 ECOSOC resolution that called 

upon the Task Force and its members to develop partnerships to achieve public health goals with 

Governments, non-governmental organizations, relevant private sector entities, academic 

institutions and philanthropic foundations to support the work of the Task Force at the global, 

regional and country levels within the mandate of the Task Force. Members highlighted the need to 

safeguard public health interests from undue influence by real, perceived or potential conflicts of 

interest. 

 

 

Actions: 

B1. Finalise by end of 2018 the 3-year Task Force Strategy 2019-2021, which should include a clear 

business/action plan, taking MoU partnership agreements, and the TOR of the Task Force into 

account (Task Force Secretariat, UNAIDS, UNDP, UNFPA, World Bank, WHO and WFP followed by 

agreement through email from Task Force members).   

 

B2. Continue to advocate to establishing the Catalytic Fund in collaboration with the WHO 

Independent High-level Commission on NCDs, Members States and other development partners 

(Task Force Secretariat, UNDP, UNICEF, World Bank, UNFPA, WHO). 

 

B3. Present a summary of the results and impact of investment cases at the 12th Task Force meeting 

(WHO UNDP NCD 2030 Joint Programme). 

 

B4. Develop a 1-page summary on the 2018 Political Declaration with implications for the UN system 

and ask the WHO Director-General to communicate this to others heads of other age request  the 

WHO Director-General to officially send it to the Heads of other agencies, bodies or programmes in 

the UN system (Task Force Secretariat). 

 
 

C. SHORT REPORTS FROM JOINT PROGRAMMES AND OTHER INITIATIVES  

 

8. The Task Force received updates from the following joint programmes:  (i) Be He@lthy Be 

Mobile; (ii) Cervical Cancer; (iii) NCD2030; (iv) SAFER; and (v) NCDs and the law. The Task Force also 

received updates from the Defeat-NCD Partnership and the FCTC 2030 project. SCN asked to join the 

NCDs and law programme. 
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9. Updates were received from the following thematic working groups: (i) mental health; (ii) 

nutrition; (iii) NCDs and environment; (iv) NCDs in humanitarian emergencies; (v) communications; 

and (vi) physical activity. The core members of the Thematic Group on Tobacco Control held a 

meeting prior to the Task Force meeting and agreed on the need to follow up with members on the 

status and policy documents on model policy though a full group meeting did not materialize: the 

group is committed to set up its activities and report back at the Twelfth Meeting. It was agreed that 

the Communications Group was not functioning effectively and that further work was required to 

strengthen its activities.   

10. UNDP described its procurement activities in the health sector, presenting data from 2017 

and projections for 2018, along with estimates from UNICEF, UNFPA, and UNOPS. Task force 

members agreed that there was substantial work going on in this area and that this needed to be 

considered as a future work stream for the Task Force. 

11. Members of the Task Forces congratulated ILO for the resolution adopted by its Governing 

Body to discontinue the Private Public Partnership with tobacco industry on preventing child labor 

and use its own funding to continuing these activities in 2019 and it commitment to mobilize 

additional resources to support more countries. The Task Force noted that ILO is the first member of 

the Task Force to bring the ECOSOC-endorsed Model Policy to its Governing Body. 

Actions: 

C1. All joint programmes and thematic groups to continue their work and report back to the 12th 

Task Force meeting (programme and group leads). 12th Task Force meeting to identify if any of the 

groups are ready for sun setting (All). 

 

C2. Task Force members to review all thematic groups and joint programmes to identify those that 

would benefit from them joining (All). [Task Force Secretariat to ensure ToRs for all thematic groups 

are available on the Task Force webpages]. 

 

C3. NCD2030 to ensure it is supporting: (i) national multisectoral mechanism for engagement, policy 

coherence and mutual accountability; (ii) national multisectoral dialogue mechanisms; and (iii) 

national accountability mechanism (WHO-UNDP NCD 2030 Joint Programme). 

 

C4. NCD subgroup of Health and Environmental Climate Change Coalition (HECCC) to finalise its ToRs 

and start implementing its action plan (NCD subgroup of HECCC).  

 

C5. Communications group to review its Terms of Reference, activities, way of working, and 

membership under new WHO leadership (Communications Group). 

 

C6. Task Force members that have yet to provide updates on their progress and share the policy 

documents with the Secretariat on the  Model Policy to prevent tobacco industry interference 

among  UN agencies, smoke free UN premises, including complete ban on sales of tobacco products 

to do so asap. Furthermore, Members are also encouraged to develop their individual model policies 

in accordance with the ECOSOC decision. Task Force members to work on smoke free UN premises. 

The Convention Secretariat and WHO to provide technical support as needed (All). 
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C7. Finalize NCD procurement assessment and hold discussion across the Task Force, and in 

particular UNOPS (Defeat NCDs Partnership) to ensure this work stream is aligned and systematic 

across the UN system (UNDP to lead with support from UNFPA, WHO, World Bank, WFP, UNODC, 

and UNOPS/Defeat NCDs). 

 

 

D. UNIATF AT THE COUNTRY LEVEL 

 

12.  Members reviewed progress on recent joint programming missions, highlighting that follow 

up action remains hampered by lack of catalytic funding for both countries and for Task Force 

members to provide the necessary technical and other follow up.  

 

13. The first set of Task Force member-specific briefs that map priority actions against the WHO 

best buys and effective interventions were reviewed. It was agreed that the WHO best buys were an 

appropriate framework for agencies to define their commitments and value added and that work on 

this should continue. 

  

Actions: 

D1. Continue to develop a set of agency specific roles and responsibilities papers based on the WHA-

endorsed ‘best buys’ and other effective and supporting interventions, considering also UNDAFs, 

and the 2011, 2014 and 2018 New York commitments (Task Force members with the support Task 

Force Secretariat, who will also provide a platform for sharing information).  

 

D2. Use the above to articulate the overall UN system response, taking into account the SDG 3 

Action Plan (Task Force Secretariat). 

 

E. UNIATF AWARDS  

 

14. The Task Force reviewed the process and outcomes of the 2018 awards and agreed that 

there should be a further round in 2019. It was agreed that the 2019 awards should take into 

account the experience and lessons learnt from the 2018 awards.  

 

Actions: 

E1. Develop a further round of awards in 2019 to build momentum, in the order of around 18-20 

awards, taking into account lessons learnt from the 2018 awards, focusing on institutions and 

expanding to include non-State partners. 
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Annex 1. Eleventh Meeting of the United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on the 
Prevention and Control of NCDs 

 
 

Thursday 8 – Friday 9 November 2018 
Venue: World Intellectual Property Organization, Geneva, Switzerland 

 
List of Participants 

 
 
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION (FAO) 
Celso Mendes de Carvalho 
Policy Officer 
        
INTERNATIONAL AGENCY FOR RESEARCH ON CANCER (IARC) 
Nicolas Gaudin      
External Relations and Advocacy 
Head, IARC Communication Group  
 
INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY (IAEA) 
Alfredo Polo   
Division of Human Health    
 
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT LAW ORGANISATION (IDLO) 
Silvia Dodero 
Advocacy Specialist 
External Relations Department 
 
Julian Fleet 
IDLO Representative  
 
INTERNATIONAL LABOR OFFICE (ILO) 
Manal Azzi 
Occupational Safety and Health Specialist 
      
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR MIGRATION (IOM) 
Carlos Vander Laat      
Migration Health Programme Coordinator    
 
JOINT UNITED NATIONS PROGRAMME ON HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) 
Anna Shaksarishvili                             
Special Adviser 
Programme Partnerships and Innovations       
 
SECRETARIAT OF THE WHO FRAMEWORK CONVENTION TOBACCO CONTROL CONVENTION 
Guangyuan Liu 
Coordinator,  Governance and International Cooperation 
Andrew Black 
Team Leader, Development Assistance 
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Santos Rodrigo 
Technical Officer, Development Assistance 
 
UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN’S FUND (UNICEF) 
Nasir Yusuf     
Senior Health Specialist      
 
UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME (UNDP)  
Douglas Webb      
Senior Adviser 
Health and Development, HIV, Health and Development Group    
 
UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME (UNEP) 
Simon Wahl 
Europe Office, 
Geneva 
 
UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION (UNESCO) 
Bobir Tukhtabayev      
Senior Liaison Officer 
UNESCO Geneva Liaison Office 
 
UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS (OHCHR)  
Leonardo Castilho      
Human Rights Officer 
Human Rights and Economic and Social Issues  
 
UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES (UNHCR) 
Heiko Hering       
Senior Public Health Officer 
Division of Programme Support and Management  
 
UNITED NATIONS OFFICE ON DRUGS AND CRIME (UNODC) 
Elizabeth Mattfeld      
Project Coordinator 
Drug Prevention and Health Branch 
 
UNITED NATIONS OFFICE FOR PROJECT SERVICES (UNOPS) 
Mukul Bhola      
Liaison Officer, New York 
 
Mukesh Kapila      
CEO 
Defeat-NCD Partnership  
 
UNITED NATIONS POPULATION FUND (UNFPA) 
Tim Sladden  
Senior Adviser 
Sexual & Reproductive Health Branch, UNFPA 
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UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND WORKS AGENCY (UNRWA) 
Yousef Shahnin        
Chief Disease Prevention & Control, 
Health Department, Amman     
 
UNITED NATIONS STANDING COMMITTEE ON NUTRITION (UNSCN) 
Stineke Oenema 
UNSCN Coordinator 
Rome   
 
UNITED NATIONS UNIVERSITY (UNU) 
Obijiofor Aginam  
Senior Research Fellow 
Kuala Lumpur 
      
WORLD BANK (WB) 
Miriam Schneidman 
Lead Health Specialist 
Health, Nutrition and Population 
 
WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME (WFP)  
Briony Stevens 
HIV and Nutrition Officer 
Nutrition Division 
 
Fatiha Terki   
Deputy Director 
Nutrition Division 
      
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION (WHO)  
Svetlana Akselrod 
Assitant Director General for Noncommunicable Diseases and Mental Health  
 
Nicholas Banatvala  
Head of Secretariat 
UNIATF Secretariat 
 
Douglas Bettcher 
Adviser, Office of the Director-General 
 
Faten Ben-Abdelaziz 
Coordinator 
Prevention of Noncommunicable Diseases  
 
Alison Brunier 
Communication Officer 
Corporate Identity, Visuals & Comm Capacity Building 
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Fiona Bull 

Program Manager 

Surveillance and Population-based Prevention 

 

Aurora Danese 

Intern 
UNIATF Secretariat  
 
Katrin Engelhardt 
Scientist 
Nutrition Policy & Scientific Advice 
 
Kaia Engesveen 
Technical Officer 
Nutritioni Policy & Scientific Advice 
 
Pavel Esin 
Techical Officer 
Office of the Assistant Director General,  
Noncommunicable Diseases and Mental Health 
  
Elena Fidarova 
Technical Officer 
Management of Noncommunicable Diseases, Disability, Violence and Injury Prevention 
 
Guy Fones       
Acting Head       
Global Coordination Mechanism Secretariat  
 
Marta Gugliemetti 
Technical Officer 
Prevention of Noncommunicable Diseases 
 
Jorgen Torgenstuen Johnson 
Intern 
Nutrition for Health and Development 
 
Alexey Kulikov 
External Relations Officer 
UNIATF Secretariat 
 
Cindy Leung Soo 
Intern 
UNIATF Secretariat  
 
Lina Mahy 
Technical Officer 
Nutrition for Health and Development 
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Benn McGrady  
Technical Officer 
Prevention of Noncommunicable Diseases Department 
 
Faith Mclellan 
Writer 
Interagency Coordination Team 
 
Daniel Míc 
Consultant 
Global Coordination Mechanism Secretariat  
 
Chizuru Nishida 
Coordinator 
Nutrition for Health and Development Department 
 
Werner Obermeyer 
Deputy Executive Driector 
WHO office at the UN 
 
Tolulope Osigbesan 
Intern 
UNIATF Secretariat  
 
Anne-Marie Perucic 
Health Economist 
Prevention of Noncommunicable Diseases 
 
Annette Martine Pruss-Ustun 
Scientist 
Public Health, Envrovimental and Social Determinants Department 
 
Nadia Putoud 
Consultant 
UNIATF Secretariat  
 
Dag Rekve       
Senior Technical Officer     
Mental Health and Substance Abuse 
 
Kathryn Robertson 
Consultant  
Prevention of Noncommunicable Diseases  
 
Siu Chung Tang 
Intern 
UNIATF Secretariat  
 
Julie Torode       
Consultant             
Cervical Cancer Elimination  



Summary of the Eleventh Meeting of the UN Interagency Task Force on NCDs, 8-9 November 2018  
 

10 
 

 
Menno Van Hilten 
Senior External Relations Officer 
Noncommunicable Disease and Mental Health 
 
Tatiana Vorovchenko 
Technical Officer 
Office of the Assistant Director General,  
Noncommunicable Diseases and Mental Health  
  
WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION (WIPO) 
Hans Grorg Bartels      
Senior Program Officer       
Department for Traditional Knowledge and Global Challenges     
 
Marion Dietterich 
Director 
Global Challenges, 
Global Issues Sector 
 
Minelik Getahun      
Assitant Director General 
Global Issues Sector 
 
Maria Soledad Iglesias-Vega      
Senior External Relations Officer 
External Relations Division,  
Global Issues Sector 
 
Charles Randolph      
Head of Global Challenges Division,     
Department for Traditional Knowledge and Global Challenges 
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Annex 2. Eleventh Meeting of the UN Task Force on the Prevention and Control of NCDs 

 
Hosted by WIPO, Geneva  

Co-chairs: WHO and WIPO 
 

Thursday 8 – Friday 9 November 2018 
Venue: WIPO, (New Building, Room 0.107) 

 
Programme 

 
Please note: Background papers for each agenda item will be posted on EZcollab - http://ezcollab.who.int/uniatf/.  

Hardcopies will not be available at the meeting 

 
Co-Chairs 
Svetlana Axelrod, ADG, Noncommunicable Diseases and Mental Health Cluster, WHO 
Minelik Getahun, ADG, Global Issues Sector, WIPO  
 
Co-Moderators 
Werner Obermeyer, Deputy Executive Director, WHO Office at the United Nations 
Elizabeth Mattfeld, Project Coordinator, Drug Prevention and Health Branch, UNODC 
 
DAY 1: Thursday 8 November 2018 

09:00-09:15 Welcome and introductions 
 

09:15-09:30 Opening remarks from WHO and WIPO 
 

Agenda item 1 
09:30-09:45 
 

Review of actions agreed at the 10th Task Force meeting (20-21 February 2018, 
IAEA/Vienna)  
 

Agenda item 2 
09:45-10:45 
 

Update on global events and assignments, including: 

• E/2018/13 (2018 ECOSOC resolution on the Task Force) 

• Third High-level meeting on NCDs (including Political Declaration and Task 
Force side event) 

• Conference of the Parties, WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control 
and Meeting of the Parties of the Protocol to Eliminate Illicit Trade in Tobacco 
Products, (October 2018) 
 

10:45-11:15 Coffee break 

Agenda item 3 
11:15-12:45 

How members of the Task Force are scaling up their action on the NCD-related SDGs 
 
This will include a tour de table followed by a discussion on how agencies are: (i) 
raising the profile of NCDs at governing body level; (ii) prioritising actions at corporate 
level; (iii) encouraging country offices to respond – including in response to joint 
programming missions; and (iv) scaling up human and financial responses. 

12:45-14:00 Lunch  

Agenda item 4 
14:00-15.30  
 

Strategic direction and financing for the Task Force 2018-2020 

• Implications of discussions above and issues highlighted in the morning 
session. 

• Implications of ECOSOC resolution E/RES/2018/13 and HLM3 Outcome 

http://ezcollab.who.int/uniatf/
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Document  

• Financing and strategic partnerships 

• Final review and agreement of UNIATF Strategy 2018-2020 
 

15:30-16:00 Coffee break 

Agenda item 5 
16.00-17.30 
 

Short reports from joint programmes and other initiatives 

• Joint Programmes: (i) Be He@lthy, Be Mobile; (ii) cervical cancer; 
(iii) NCD 2030; (iv) SAFER 

• UNOPS and the Defeat-NCD Partnership 

• FCTC2030 

• NCDs and the law  
 
At the end of these short reports there will be a discussion around lessons learnt and 
opportunities for strengthening action across joint programmes and other initiatives. 
 
Short reports from thematic groups and other workstreams  

• Thematic and other groups: (i) mental health; (ii) NCDs and the environment; 
(iii) communication; (iv) humanitarian emergencies; (v) tobacco control; (vi) 
physical activity; (vii) nutrition 

• NCDs and human rights 

• WHO/Global Coordination Mechanism 

• Round up of UN agencies on NCD-related procurement activities. 
 
At the end of these short reports there will be a discussion around lessons learnt and 
opportunities for strengthening action across thematic groups and other worksteams. 
 

 
DAY 2: Friday 9 November 2018  

Agenda item 6 
09:30-10:30 
 

UNIATF at the country level 

• Joint programming missions and follow up 

• Investment case missions  

• The ways that UNCTs are taking forward collective action, including roles 
and responsibilities at country level 

Agenda item 7 
10:30-11:00 

UNIATF Awards  

• Outcomes and lessons learnt from 2018. Plans for 2019 and beyond.  
 

11:00-11:30 Coffee break 

Agenda item 8 
11.30-11.40 

2019 meetings 

• Agreement on dates and venues for further UNIATF meetings 
 

Agenda item 9 
11.40-12.30 

Finalization of action points and recommendations  
 
 

12:30 Lunch 

 

 


