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A. Objectives and participating agencies

1.

The twentieth meeting of the United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on the Prevention and Control of
Non-communicable Diseases (Task Force) was held on 8-10 March 2023, with the participation of 23
Task Force Member organizations.! WHO and the Secretariat of the WHO Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control (Convention Secretariat) chaired the meeting. The agenda and list of participants are
presented in annexes 1 and 2.

The objectives of the meeting were to: (i) review progress on actions agreed at the nineteenth meeting
(1-3 November 2022); (ii) receive updates on joint programmes and other workstreams; (iii) reflect on
the work conducted by the Task Force during the past 10 years; and (iv) discuss how the Task Force could
become more effective and propose activities necessary to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).

B. Review of the summary of the nineteenth meeting

3.

Task Force Secretariat reviewed progress in actions agreed at the nineteenth meeting.

Actions
B1. Task Force Strategy 2022—-2025 indicators to be finalized (Task Force monitoring and evaluation group)

B2. Continue to identify opportunities to highlight the work of the Task Force at meetings of senior
management and governing bodies (Conference of the Parties to the WHO Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control (FCTC), UN Habitat, UNHCR, OHCHR, Joint Meeting of the Executive Boards of UNDP,
UNFPA, UNICEF, UNOPS, UN Women, the World Food Programme (WFP) and the Task Force Secretariat).

C. Tobacco control

4.

The Convention Secretariat provided a briefing on the tenth session of the Conference of the Parties to
the WHO FCTC (COP10) and the third session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol to Eliminate
Illicit Trade in Tobacco Products (MOP3). COP10 (20-25 November 2023) and MOP 3 (27-30 November
2023) will take place in Panama, with the themes “Promoting healthier lives together” for COP10 and
“More Parties, greater traceability, less illicit trade” for MOP3. International intergovernmental
organizations should apply to the Convention Secretariat for observer status for the COP and MOP 90
days before the opening of the sessions.

The Convention Secretariat and UNDP reported on the implementation of the Protocol to Eliminate lllicit
Trade in Tobacco Products. A mapping exercise was initiated to identify opportunities for collaboration
with other UN agencies to support the implementation of the Protocol. A report will be prepared on
ongoing activities, available resources and how the Parties to the Protocol could benefit from them.
Examples of activities to be included in the report are the UNODC work on illicit trade, the UNDP and
OECD joint initiative “Tax Inspectors without Borders”, and UNDP’s work on taxation for sustainable
development.

The Convention Secretariat described progress in the development of the Alert Network for Tobacco

t African Development Bank (ADB), Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (EBRD), International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), International Development
Law Organization (IDLO), International Labour Organization (ILO), International Telecommunication Union (ITU), Joint United Nations Programme on
HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD),
the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP),
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), United Nations Human Settlement
Programme (UN-HABITAT), United Nations Nutrition (UN Nutrition), United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA), WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control Secretariat (Convention Secretariat), World Health Organization (WHO), and World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)



10.

11.

12.

Industry Involvement (ANTII), which serves as an early warning system for Task Force members on
potential and actual tobacco industry involvement or interference in events or activities related to UN
agencies. Focal points from each Task Force member organization are being identified to participate in
this network.

UNDP presented sectoral briefs, developed with the Convention Secretariat, to provide information for
government ministries on tobacco control and to outline the actions that each ministry could take to
advance tobacco control.

The Task Force Secretariat, WHO and the Convention Secretariat have continued to promote UN smoke-
free campuses and have identified entry points in the Geneva, Bangkok, Rome, New York, Addis Ababa,
Vienna and Nairobi campuses. Meetings with the UN Office in Geneva and WFP have been held to discuss
current smoking policies and barriers to achieving completely smoke-free campuses.

WHO, in partnership with WFP and FAO, launched an initiative for alternative livelihoods for tobacco
farmers in Kenya in 2022. Under this initiative, over 1500 tobacco farmers have changed their crops from
tobacco to high-iron beans. The initiative is planned to reach at least 4000 farmers by the end of 2024
and will soon expand to Zambia. The Convention Secretariat informed the meeting about the draft Article
17 toolkit developed for WHO FCTC Parties to promote switching from tobacco growing and asked
relevant UNIATF members for feedback. The Convention Secretariat is also working with UNEP to show
how the tobacco production system and tobacco products damage the environment.

The theme of the 2023 World No Tobacco Day is “Grow food, not tobacco” in order to encourage
governments to end subsidies on tobacco growing and to mobilize governments and policy-makers to
improve food security and nutrition, raise awareness about viable alternative livelihoods, support the
combat against desertification and environmental degradation, and expose tobacco industry efforts to
impede alternative livelihoods work. Potential partners in the WHO campaign include WFP, FAO, the
Convention Secretariat, UNCCD and UNCDF.

WHO informed the meeting about the launch of the Tobacco Cessation Consortium during the 2022
World Health Summit. The Consortium brings together non-state actors to support WHO in scaling up
the supply of tools and services to help tobacco users quit through various market-shaping strategies
and in leveraging digital and technical solutions to increase the demand for quitting.

The Convention Secretariat described revisions to the reporting mechanisms of Article 21 of the WHO
FCTC and Article 32 of the Protocol. As part of the revision, the use of official UN statistics on tobacco
would replace or supplement data currently collected by the reporting instruments to reduce the burden
on Parties. Agencies are encouraged to discuss ever better data-sharing and coordination with the
Convention Secretariat.

Actions

C1. Explore how to advocate for and highlight SDG target 3.a (accelerated implementation of WHO FCTC)
in the preparation for and organization of the 2025 High-level Meeting on NCDs (Convention Secretariat,
OHCHR, Task Force Secretariat, UNDP, WHO, WHO Office at the UN).

C2. Explore how the Summit for the Future (22-23 September 2024) could be used as a platform to
highlight the role of the tobacco industry in undermining progress in reaching the SDG targets
(Convention Secretariat, OHCHR, Task Force Secretariat, WHO, WHO Office at the UN).

Briefing on COP10 and MOP3

C3. Invite observers from intergovernmental organizations to attend COP10 (20-25 November 2023) and
MOP3 (27-30 November 2023) in Panama (All).

C4. Encourage Task Force members to apply for observer status to COP10 and MOP3 before the deadlines




of 22 August 2023 and 29 August 2023, respectively (All).

Implementation of the Protocol

C5. Prepare a report for Parties to the Protocol on accessing UN-wide support for implementing the
Protocol (Convention Secretariat, OHCHR, Task Force Secretariat, UNDP and UNODC).

C6. Share background information on the Protocol and on ongoing health tax work with Task Force
members (Convention Secretariat).

C7. Finalize and disseminate the brief on the impact of tobacco taxation on low-income groups (WHO).

Model policy (Article 5.3 of the WHO FCTC)

C8. Establish and operationalize the ANTII network. Agencies to respond to the Convention Secretariat’s
e-mail requesting ANTII focal points (Convention Secretariat, All).

FCTC 2030

C9. Finalize sectoral briefs and share them with Task Force members to review, identify additional sectors
to be included and disseminate further (Convention Secretariat, Task Force Secretariat, UNDP).

Tobacco-free UN campuses

C10. Continue to reach out to UN agencies at different geographical locations to provide guidance
(Convention Secretariat, Task Force Secretariat, WHO).

C11. Agencies that do not have a tobacco-free campus to consider establishing one (member organizations
of the Task Force that are not tobacco-free).

C12. Agencies to align with the UN General Assembly recommendation in resolution 63/8 to stop selling
tobacco products on their premises, including tax-free sales (All).

Alternative livelihoods
C13. Support scaling up of the WHO Tobacco Free Farms pilot project in Kenya and Zambia (All).

C14. Review the alternative livelihood draft toolkit developed by the Convention Secretariat by 25 March
2023 before finalization (All)

C15. Explore links between nutrition, alternatives to tobacco farming and impacts on the environment in
order to identify potential collaboration (Convention Secretariat, UN Nutrition and WHO).

2023 World No Tobacco Day
C16. Members to disseminate campaign material and amplify messages (All)

C17. Encourage heads of agencies to record 30 second videos for the campaign (WHO and other members
of the Task Force)

Data exchange and analysis

C18. Encourage Task Force members to inform WHO and the Convention Secretariat of opportunities to
share tobacco-related data (Convention Secretariat and members of the Task Force).




D. Review of the small island developing states (SIDS) high-level technical meeting on NCDs

13.

14.

15.

WHO provided an overview of the SIDS high-level technical meeting held in January 2023 in Barbados. A
meeting report is being finalized with recommendations on: (i) sustainable and innovative financing; (ii)
the impact of climate change and integration in emergency preparedness and response; (iii)
strengthening multisectoral engagement and policy coherence; and (iv) commercial determinants of
health and addressing conflicts of interest. The technical meeting will be followed by a ministerial
meeting in June 2023 in Barbados, which will feed into the Second High-level meeting on Universal Health
Coverage in September 2023 and the fourth high-level meeting on NCDs in 2025.

During the technical meeting, the Task Force held a side-event on “A coherent UN-system response to
support SIDS countries scale up action on NCDs and mental health”. Two reports were prepared, on UN
Sustainable Development Cooperation Frameworks in SIDS, and on UN agency activities beyond WHO in
SIDS.

The WHO Regional Office for Africa indicated that the Task Force could support Cabo Verde and Mauritius
in climate change and NCDs, as these countries have a strong in-country WHO presence and ongoing
NCD activities.

Actions

D1. Task Force Secretariat to work with WHO and other members to provide inputs to the outcome
document of the SIDS Ministerial Conference (Task Force Secretariat, WHO, Convention Secretariat, and
other members of the Task Force).

D2. Explore the possibility of a joint mission on NCDs and climate change in a SIDS in the WHO African

Region (Task Force Secretariat, WHO Regional office for Africa, other members of the Task Force).

E. Health4Life Fund

16.

The Health4Life Fund Secretariat and UNDP described activities with the founding strategic partners
and other development partners. The next steering committee meeting is planned for June 2023 in
New York City.

F. Updates on selected global events, activities, workstreams, joint programmes and partners

17.

18.

19.

UNHCR and WHO reported on meetings on NCDs in emergencies and humanitarian settings. A regional
technical meeting was held in Cairo, Egypt, in December 2022, and the following meetings are planned:
(i) Ukraine and neighbouring countries (Slovakia, April 2023); (ii) a webinar (31 May-1 June 2023); and
(iii) a meeting organized by the WHO Regional Office for South-East Asia (Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, June
2023). Dates have not yet been confirmed for the other WHO regions. A global high-level technical
meeting will take place on 14-16 November 2023 in Copenhagen, Denmark, and a global refugee forum
will take place between 13—-15 December 2023 in Geneva.

The Task Force Secretariat and UNDP described the joint programme to catalyse multisectoral action on
NCDs (NCD2030), including NCD, mental health and primary health care investment case work, and the
new methodologies that are being developed for assistive technology, air pollution, alcohol control,
nutrition, advanced clinical interventions modules and digital health. A study on the impact of 13 NCD
investment cases has also been conducted. Tools to support countries in implementing the
recommendations from the investment cases are being developed. An update was also provided on work
funded by the European Union.

WHO and UNDP described progress on SAFER (harmful used of alcohol) work in Nepal and Uganda,



including challenges and lessons learnt.

20. OHCHR presented the work of the Human Rights Team, including: (i) the 2023-2024 workplan; (ii) a
publication with questions and answers; (iii) a set of advocacy messages; and (iv) a presentation to the
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. A follow up briefing will be conducted on mental
health. Further collaboration will be explored between the Task Force and other UN human rights
mechanisms, including the Committee on the Rights of the Child.

21. United for Global Mental Health was invited as an observer to describe the work of the Interagency
Working Group on Mental Health and Communicable Disease comorbidities, including: (i) the
development of an e-learning module for Global Fund stakeholders on the linkages between mental
health and HIV and tuberculosis; (ii) guidance notes on planning and budgeting for integrating services
and programmes; and (iii) a toolkit for national-level programme managers and stakeholders.

22. The Task Force Secretariat informed the meeting that the Working Group on NCDs and Communicable
Disease Comorbidities was reviewing its terms of reference.

23. The UN-Nutrition Secretariat described the activities of the Nutrition Technical Working Group. The
Group has prepared a report on the links between nutrition and climate change, biodiversity and
pollution. Areas for country support include: (i) integrating a healthy environment with health and food
systems; and (ii) sustainable food systems and healthy diets. The UN-Nutrition Secretariat supported the
development of the nutrition investment case methodology.

24. WHO and the Task Force described plans to conduct country missions on ambient air pollution.

25. Google was invited as an observer to describe its collaboration with WHO, including: (i) in the Tobacco
Cessation Consortium; (ii) by providing health information to Fitbit users during the 2022 World Cup; (iii)
in the mental health campaign “Arts + Health & Wellbeing”; and (iv) building digital health tools for
community health workers.

Actions

F1. Task Force Secretariat to continue to work with WHO in planning how the UN system can contribute
to the preparation of the fourth high-level meeting on NCDs in 2025 to ensure that Task Force members
provide timely, effective input (WHO, Task Force Secretariat, Convention Secretariat, other members of
the Task Force).

F2. Task Force Secretariat to work with WHO to identify how Task Force members can make timely,
effective contributions to regional consultations on NCDs in emergencies and to the global high-level
meetings on NCDs in SIDS and emergencies in 2023 (WHO, Task Force Secretariat, other members of the
Task Force).

F3. NCD2030: (i) finalise and publish the impact assessment study of NCD investment cases; (ii) explore
how SIDS countries can benefit from investment cases; and (iii) identify ways for Task Force members to
support dissemination of findings (UNDP, WHO, Task Force Secretariat).

FA. Human rights team to finalize its workplan and continue its activities (Human Rights Team).

F5. Interagency Working Group on Mental Health to expand its activities beyond the Global Fund and
HIV/TB/Malaria and provide input into the preparatory process of upcoming high-level events
(Interagency Working Group).

F6. The Thematic Working Group on NCDs and Communicable Disease Comorbidities to finalize its terms
of reference and agree on an action plan (Working Group).

F7. WHO and the Task Force to continue exploring an in-country missions on ambient air pollution (Task
Force Secretariat, WHO, other members of the Task Force).

F8. Nutrition Technical Working Group to: (i) finalize messages and identify entry points with the NCD
Environment group and Human Rights team; (ii) provide inputs to a special session at an IATF meeting on




human rights, including engagement of the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food; (iii) liaise with the
WHO Nutrition team to prepare an advocacy statement for the run up to the UHC high level meeting in
September; (iv) take part in a joint mission in a SIDS; (v) refine the Nutrition Guidance to provide
technical support to two countries to include evidence about policy and legislative implementation; (vi)
finalize, publish and disseminate the methodology and Zimbabwe nutrition investment case report; (vii)
explore opportunities to bring NCDs more strongly into food system dialogues through the Coalition of
Action for Healthy Diets from Sustainable Food Systems (Nutrition Technical Working Group).

G. Report to ECOSOC

26. The deadline for submission of the Task Force’s 2023 ECOSOC report to UNDESA is 30 April 2023 for
consideration in July 2023. Members will be asked for inputs in the coming weeks.

Action

G1. Task Force members to provide inputs to the ECOSOC report (All)

H. Task Force awards

27. This year, the Task Force awards will be a collaboration between the Task Force, ITU and the WHO
Department of Digital Health and Innovation to recognize champions in digital health. The awards are to
be announced at the annual Friends of the Task Force meeting, which is scheduled during the high-level
week of the UN General Assembly.

Actions

H1. Task Force members to consider participating in the Task Force awards selection committee (All).

I. Ten years on: review of the Task Force

28. Two roundtable discussions were held. The first reviewed progress made by the Task Force over the past
10 years and areas in which more could have been done. To stimulate discussion, the NCD Alliance was
invited to describe how the UN Task Force is seen from outside and how it could scale up its work. The
NCD Alliance highlighted the importance of NCD financing and proposed a second conference on NCD
financing. The Task Force Secretariat agreed to work with Members of the Task Force to support their
efforts to secure a second NCD financing conference.

29. WHO presented the results of a recent survey of the public’s understanding of NCDs. The aim of the
survey was to understand: (i) the levels of awareness and understanding of NCD conditions; (ii) public
understanding of terminology and experience with NCDs; (iii) awareness of risk factors; and (iv) actions
and behaviours to address/mitigate the risk of NCDs. Key messages that emerged were as follows: (i)
recognition of the term ‘NCDs’ was low but recognition of individual diseases was high; (ii) to be more
successful, outreach efforts or campaigns to promote actions and policies to address NCDs and their risk
factors must be communicated in ways that are easy to understand and closer to people’s experience;
(iii) except for cancer, many people underestimate how harmful NCDs are, particularly with regards to
diabetes and lung disease; (iv) there is considerable room for improvement in increasing people’
awareness of the links between NCDs and their risk factors; and (v) there is strong public support for
policy measures to address NCDs, including typically unpopular measures, such as imposing new taxes.
Many people were, however, uncertain about the actions they could take to mitigate the risk of certain
NCDs. It was agreed that the Task Force and its members should take these findings into consideration
when implementing its 2022—-2025 strategy and delivering its programmes and activities.



30. Discussions at the first roundtable indicated that, while the Task Force had achieved much over the past
10 years, more action was required between now and 2030. The current Task Force strategy was
considered to be still appropriate; however, as the 2030 Agenda is an integrated one, human rights are
an integral part of its mandate, and it is therefore important that the Task Force gives more attention to
the underlying determinants of health, particularly poverty.

31. The second roundtable addressed making the Task Force more effective and the action required from
the Task Force for achieving the SDGs. Key areas discussed included the need to: (i) raise the profile of
the Task Force; (ii) increase the number of country missions and activities post- pandemic; and (iii)
strengthen the Task Force as an enabler for its members and partners. The Secretariat described plans
for a new “co-branded” website and the opportunities that this would provide for disseminating the
work of Task Force members.

J. Dates and venues of future Task Force meetings

32. It was agreed that the twenty-first meeting be held in the third quarter of 2023, in a hybrid format. IAEA
expressed interest in hosting the meeting.

Actions

J1. The twenty-first meeting of the Task Force to be held in autumn 2023. Members to inform the Task
Force Secretariat of competing events in order to avoid those dates. The Task Force Secretariat to
explore dates, hosts and potential venues.




Annex 1. Summary Agenda
Full agenda available to Task Force Members on EZCollab

Day 1: Wednesday 8 March 2023
Moderator: Adriana Blanco Marquizo (Convention Secretariat)

Time Agenda Item

Agenda item 1 Welcome and introductions

14.30-14.40 Rapid update from Members of the Task Force on their work on tobacco control
Agenda item 2 Briefing on COP10 and MOP3

14:40-14.50

Agenda item 3 Implementation of the Protocol

14:50-15.00

Agenda item 4 Model policy (Article 5.3 of the WHO FCTC)

15:00-15:20

Agenda item 5 FCTC2030

15:20-15:30

Agenda item 6 Tobacco-free UN campuses

15:30-15:50

Agenda item 7 Alternative livelihoods

15:50-16.05

Agenda item 8 2023 World No Tobacco Day

16:05-16:10

Agenda item 9 WHO Tobacco Cessation Consortium

16:10-16:15

Agendaitem 10 | Data exchange and analysis: update on engagement with Task Force members
16:15-16:25

16:25-16:30 Short break

Agenda item 11 | Informal meeting with international IGOs accredited as observers to the COP to the WHO FCTC
16:30-17:30 and to the MOP to the Protocol to Eliminate lllicit Trade in Tobacco Products.

Day 2: Thursday 9 March 2023
Moderator: Werner Obermeyer (WHO Office at the United Nations)

Time Agenda Item

Agenda item 12 Welcome and introductions

09:30-09:40

Agenda item 13 Review of actions agreed at the 19" meeting, including updates on additional areas of work
09:40-09.55 from the Secretariat

Updates on selected global events, activities, workstreams, joint programmes and the Health4Life Fund

Agenda item 14

Review of the January 2023 NCD SIDS meeting in Barbados and implications for the Task Force

09:55-10.15

Agenda item 15 Plans for regional and global meetings on NCDs in emergencies
10:15-10:20

Agenda item 16 Health4Life Fund

10:20-10:30

Agenda item 17 NCD2030

10:30-10.45

Agenda item 18 SAFER

10.45-11.00

Agenda item 19 Human rights working group
11:15-11:25

Agenda item 20 Comorbidities Working Groups
11.25-11.45




Agenda item 21

Technical Working Group on Nutrition and NCDs

11.45-11.55

Agenda item 22 NCDs, Environment and Air pollution

11.55-12.00

Agenda item 23 ECOSOC report, Friends of the Task Force 2023 meeting, and Task Force Awards
12.00-12.15

Updates from selected partners

Agenda item 24
12.15-12.30

Digital health partnerships

Agenda item 25
14:30-17:00

Round Table Discussion 1

Ten years on: Have we made the progress that we should have made? What are the successes,
what are the failures? Where have we done well, where could we have done better? How could
we do things differently? How should we mark 10 years?

Includes:

1. A presentation from NCD Alliance who will provide some thoughts on how the UN Task Force
is seen from the outside and how it could scale up its work as a way of stimulating discussion.
The presentation will also highlight the importance of NCD financing, one of NCDA's priorities
for 2023. As part of this, NCDA will share their ideas for a second NCD Financing Conference and
how they would like the Task Force to engage in this process.

2. A presentation on the results from a recent survey/study around population level
understanding on NCDs. (Jaimie Guerra and Aleks Kuzmanovich, WHO)

Day 3: Friday 10 March 2023

Moderator: Werner Obermeyer

Agenda item 27
14:30-17:00

Round Table Discussion 2

How do we make the Task Force ever more effective? What action is required from the Task
Force if the world is to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals?
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